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December 9, 2008

Dear Mr. Mcsweeney,

Heritage Toronto is happy to suppo( your proposed partnership with the Toronto Catholic District
School Board to rcstore Senator o'connor House as a heritage, culture and education hub, and to
offer any assistance lhat we can in partnering on programs which meet our shared heritage
mandate-

In the few years that you have been working on this initiative, you have made great strides, as
illustrated by the jury's commenls on your receiving the 2008 Heritage Toronto Community
Heritage Award for North York.

"lt is exciting to see so creative an approach to heritage preseNation, especially at a tine
when linancial suppott for histoical ondeavours is not rcadily fotthcoming. The paftnerchip
between the Toronto Catholc District School Board and a communily-based not-forprofit
organization clealicated to the preseNation ofthe home of Senatot O'Connot denonstrates
the impoftance of public-pivate patlnerships in saving Torcnto's past for the futute.

of special interest are the group's plansfot highfighting the crucial role played by lnsh
inmigrcnts in tha development ofourcity aswe know it today. The ongoing engagement of
both childrcn of tha civ's Catholic schools and ofthe publicwith programs and projects
planned fot this unique facility demonstrctes how innovative heitage programming can
involve people of all ages and walks of life in saving threatened urban herlage stuctures.

The applicants have displayed a considerable amount of enthusiasm and dive in their effotts
to preseNe this site and to plan for its future uses as a slte fo celebrate fhe Celtic heitage of
Toronto."

Good luck with youf proposal.
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