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Ontario Trittium Foundation
45 Chartes Street East, 5th Ftoor
Toronto, ON M4Y 152

To Whom lt May Concern:

O'Connor lrish Heritage House - Tril l ium Grant Application

I am writing on behalf of the Toronto Gaetic Athtetic Association ("Toronto GM,,) to confirm our
support for the above organization in its apptication for Trittium Funding.

The Toronto GAA is the largest lrish sporting or cuttural association in Toronto, with over 250 active
ptaying aduLt members, and severat hundred retired ptayers and supporters. The aims of the Toronto
GAA are the promotion of traditional lrish games (Gaelic Footbal.t and Hurting) as we[ as the
Dromotion of atl other asDects of Traditionat lrish cutture.

In addition to the adult membership referred to above we have worked ctosety with various Toronto
School Boards in recent years to promote our games in partnership with their respective physjcat
Education programs, As a resutt of this partnership, we have introduced our games to titeratty
hundreds of chitdren who woutd not traditionatty have been aware of these sports.

The reasons for our supporting the efforts of the O'Connor lrish Heritage House project are many, but
can be summarized as fottows:

1. Toronto's lrish & lrjsh-Canadian community does not currentiy have a proper home, and a premises such as
O'Connor House woutd filt this void, and provide associations such as our own a meeting ptace for sociat and
administrative pu.poses, as weLL as provjding a great forum for our interaction with other members of the lrish
communjty, thus giving us an opportunity to network and further promote our games, particutarty among the
chitdren and grand chjtdren of lr ish immigrants.

2. Atthough the ptaying fieLds that adjojn the O'Connor House are too smatl for adutt caetic games, they are very
suitabLe for underage games. We see great potentiat for this property to become a home for our underage
devetopment program, whjch as noted above, is primarity school based. ln particuLar we atready have strong ties
with the Toronto Cathoiic District Schoot Eoard and feeL this venue couLd become the focal point of our
deveLopment efforts within thejr schoots, as well as the other Boards. lt woutd be a great boost to our youth
progfam to have one centratized home.
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l. The aims and objectives of the O'Connor House team are not iust confined to physicaLLy restoring this House, but
atso inctude the promotion of lrish Heritage and Culture, for instance tanguage, music and dance. This is
consistent with one of the stated aims of our Associatjon and hence we fully support this.

4. We believe the restoration of this fine otd buitding to 'active service' wouLd be a great cutturaL and aesthetic
boost to our city as a whole, and not just to the lrish community.

We understand that the O'Connor House project has almost 200 Founding members from various
strands of the Toronto lrish community. In view of this broad based support, and our famitiarity with
the individuals behind the project, we are of the opinion that the O'Connor House team has the
capacity to see this project through to fruition.

lf you need to discuss thjs with me further I can be reached at the phone number or email address
oetow.

Yours trutv.

ff'ro,l(J*w.,''c,
5inead CanaYan
President
Toronto Gaetic Athletic Association
e- mail:si neadcanavon@roge rs, com
Tet:416-242-2089
1-35 Swordbill Drive Toronto, ON MgA4V3
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