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O'Cotrnor IrbI }lcritrge llocre - Trillinm Gr.st AppHc.lior

I am *ri:ir:g oo behalfoflhe St- Patrick's D.y Parade Seicty to affinr orrr slrpport for th6
O'Connor House Board in thEir efforts to r€stole a wonderful old ptop€rty atd detelop it as a
Cont'ro for Irish Heritag€ snd Culture, 6s v{€ll es providing s muob le€d€d home for the GTA's
large and vibrant lrbh 8nd Irish{aradier comtnurit.

The St. Patrick's Day Pande Society is resporsible for puttirg otr our cotnmtlrity's
anaual parade, which brightens up the shcets of ToroEto evet'y year or the closest Sutday
to Marcb 17. . Although the eud result ofour efforts is seetl on just one day, narsely the
day of the Parade, our plarning aod tundrabiag exknd$ thtoughout the rvhole year. We
rely on the goodwill and gencrosity of the Tolotrto lrish co$rmunity to help us raise the
signifrcant fimds lEquid to pur orl s parade of this natur€. One of the challerges we
encauntef in rhese eforts is the absence of ono cornmon bomg or me€ting placo fot the
many differeff associalioos ttat we Deed to reach.

We believe that the development ofthe O'Connor House prop€rty as such a home would
contribute geatly to orgEdsaliors such as our ovn, and the Lish Cootrudty as a whol€.
It would provide a focal point for aU conmudty based ioitiatives, ard also provide a
grcat fQlum for paEuls to introduce their Canadian bom childten lo their Irish heritage
ana ensure tbat the maav erEal aspects of ttisl HeritagC a CUnue- inciriJing our'armuat
Parade, savive ard prosper w€ll into the fulrrre.

Emigration tom kcland to Caoada has falien dnmaricalty in rccent yeas, due to dte
strength ofthe hish economy, and acoordingly organisations such as the Patade Society
will be ircttasingry depe[dent on 'Second gereralion'" kish o keep thcir ttaditio]s alive.
We are of th€ view tlral having srch a meeting plare for kish & Irish-Canadian familic,s
is vital to ensuring that 0re next gpneaation does indeed grow up with an awareness of,
anC affection for, their hish hedtage and cult$e,

ln addition to the above general, coemunity wide bet€fits, fiom th€ sp€cific point of flle
view ofthe Parade Sooiefy, 1!€ see lhe following benefits:



F A venue in which to conduct fundraising and promotional eveds throughout the
yeaa.

> Inproved diiecl access to members of the llish Cornmunity in Toronro, by
paovidilg "one rcof' under which the vast tnajority of our target eudietrce and
constituency will have a presence.

> Stor4ge facilities for the many materiais we ne€d to keep from one year to the
ltext - matcrials used io tlE prepa.ation and decoration of the mary Floats tbal
make ow Parade the spectacle rhat it is.

A.lso, we feel that the rBloration of the property il questioo wiil certainly enhaace lhe
beauty of our City, and add anorher dimension to what it is we have to offe. to roff$rs
and residet$ alike- Our unde8tanding is f.h6l were it nat for the good wor* of the
O'Connor House Corudttee, this Foperty would probably have bern demolished by
no14. As proad Torolltonians, we aic of the view that architecntral gems such as this .reed
to b€ preserve4 not krocked do$!l

For all of the reasorl8 above, &e SL Patrict's Day Parade Society is iily supportive of
the work bei4g done by this dedicated group ofvolurleers. We bavc becn veB impressed
by the commitlnglt and profcssionalism thev have shom and have no doubt fh-at they
will be successful is this impodsnt undertaking. Ve respecthrlly suggest that they are
worthy ofyour

Jack F
Chair ( 16^487 1566)


