Tooroway Triidy Wews, Surime s 20T

O’Connor Irish Heritage House

Who, what, why, where, when and how did such a project emerge?
A Brief History of O'Connor and the Estate

enalor Francis Patrick

O Connor buil his family this

Estate in 1933 in a Toronio
quadrant bordercd by Vicioria Park,
Lawrence, Pharmacy and Highway
401. At that time he named his Esgae
“Maryvale” after his danghter Mary,
It's architectural style is Ciolonial
Revival. The ¥ Connor Ffamily lived
here until 1939 when the Senator
died while im office, at the young age
of 54 vears. He had been a penerous
mian im his community, & successful
businessman, astute politician and a
well known Catholic layman, He
becume Senator during Mac Kenzie
king's term.

The Estate was bequeathed 1o the
De La Salle Christian Brothers, whao,
with the help of the Daughters of
Wisdom. buoilt a school dedicated 1o
Semator OFConnor. The Brodhers
remainad here until they handed the
school and Estate over to the Toronto
Catholic Dustrict School Board.

The TCINSB planned 1o build &
new school for the Senator O Connes
community. Mow the construction of
the new school is complcte. The time
has come to demolish the old school,
partables and - wait - the O Connos
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community succecded in getting a
stuy wnd they formed the “Save the
O Connor House™ committee with a
miandate to Share the Yision of pre-
serving and puiting the Estate 1o
§|||l|_| 1ase,

The Presemt

Early in 20635, o conversation
about the need for o venue o show-
cise and share Irish culture and her-
e and leaming led o the idea of
procuring the O Connor Estate as a
sitable site for this endesyvouwr
Further conversalions. phone calls,
eruils amd letters spread the idea to
the [rish community. Then followed
invitations o tour the O Conno
Estate on three different dates in
February 2005,

Mo Tollowed the need for dis-
cussron, dinlogue, sharing of wdeas
and the peed 10 osk the S5chool Board
tar ssccept the Toronto [nsh as the
visionares they were seeking. A
weries of Towwn Hall meetings were
arranged during Muarch and Apnl,
205, The Toronio Insh Kadio Show
hosts gracrously prometed these
meeligs on Ltherr weekend shoss -
ax digl vanous Archdiocese pansh
builletins amd more word of mouth,
Ml peEople came and My r\'upiq
hisve already given their enthusiasm
aml support to the projec

W Committes was formed, A
Mipssion Slatement was developed. A
proposal was created

A presentiviion wios made o the
Towomto Catholic District School
Board on May 12th 20605, The
[ T :|4_".'|._'|;|J Lo illiow the Toronbo
Irish Caommun by for use CFC onnor
Estalte as a centre of Insh Coltare,
Hertage and 1 Eiming The P waibili-
les Loy shyire the tressures of o =t
and 1o creale a LRIy lor Tudure L)
eralions ang ;,'.'||_|||_ L] Il-"a.l_ HIT |!._|'\-'h.|||.|
ate and we arne alive with the Insh
sgmril al 'k.|'.i|r|'|_-r'_ witrmmnth amd |'|m-.|'|i-
Gelwy, Wi are ready to tench and pass
O OUE Lange, music, culsine, ans,
nsiruments, language, sport and
miore = all in this beautiful Estate. An
Estie wilh beauty and balance in
bioth 1he exterior amnd the inner work-
ings ol the hl_ll]l_‘lil'!_lx_

[he Futwre

The mew Senator O Conno
College School 5 set to open iis
dassrs in September. They are happy
the Estate remains standing so they
continue o be reminded of the pasi
with fondness. We plan to take occu
pargy and begin our activibies in
O Conmor Estate early in the Fall
alsa, Although the repair and restora
tion will take some months o be
fully complete this is the time w
become part of this exciting adven
ture, Come en board and belp out.
Youa can also lend your help in vol-
umteening your time to this very
worthwhile project.

Commities

Char committes is a group of
enthusiastic, creative people who
shatre a common vision. We are
comprised of lrish immigrants, Irish
Canadians together with an
Imternaticnal flair through ouwr mer-
ringes into the Iish race. As a place
of Irish cabture, heritage and leasming
wit will increase the awareness
amang all Toromoenians of the mole of
rish immigrants o this Cily - parni
ularly in education; and the growth
and development of the city.

W invite you to visin owr
Wihsite.
wivw.irishhentagehouse .com, |
Contact us through the wehsite or
call: 416-T45-2006 or mail o
marytay Ballstream.met The atmos
phere of being at hore will entheall
amy visitor. Al are welcome




