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354 YONGE St.. site ol O'Connor's l irst
candy store with kitchcn upstairs-

Happ] [It lher's Dayl I wonder how many molhers
rcccived chmolales loda! and of those wbo did, how
many received Laua Secold chocolates? Ever wor
der {l'.rc t}is lruly canrdian producr originated?

frank Fatriak O'Connor was born in Deseronto.
OnLsro on Ap.il 9. 1885. When 12 ycars of age, Franli
lnoved to Peterboro wh€re ho attended a seoa-
Flp schoor tor sevcral years until he d hrd enough ot
rhrr and AoL r iob uilh lhe Canadian C,eneral Elec-
tric Company in that city- Then in 1913, O'Connor left
for lhe big ciry ot Toronto wirh a rp(ip€ lor making
.ho.olatF raDdics, a tew dollars in his oockel al|d a
dream.

He rcnred a shoD al t54 Yonee St.. ius{ north of
Elm St , convded the uDslairi tlat inio a kitchen
and openrd Flank oconDr's r-andj Shop. His idea
waq an inslaDl success and soon the cilv was studded
with candy slores named after the heroine of the
War of 1812.

Lr lglt, Frank dccidcd to gi atler l.he sweet teerh
soutl' of lhe bordcr and lle opened his firsl Fanny
Farmer candy Slore in Roche;ler. New York. R€i-

fhe story

behind fhe

tom's Dcly

chocolcltes
ljzing Laula Secord, $/ho sDied on the Amerrratb
during.the invasion of Canada in June of r8$, was
probably nol. CoiDg lo b€ a particularly populaf namF
rn ue sur6, he sele.ted thc name Faev Farmer
from Fanny Merrilt Farmer (r857-t9t5). a noted culi
nary experl wbo wmte lhe BGton Cdokine Schml
Cookbmk in I Rec

Abour 1932. O aonnor acquired approximately 50o
acres of property iusl wcsl ot todav a Lawrenci-vic-
loria ParI itrlcrscctron and developcd a counr.y
€'stale which he eatlcd Maryval. a!!er his daugite;
Mary. Here he bred prire-$inninp calrle and oue
pred racing horses. ll is said lhar ; sDecial road sas
construcled to allo\r O Connor easiei access to lns
estate from his downtown office and factorv on rower
Bathurst St. and this road later b€cam€'known as

O'Connor also had a summe. home at Lake Smcoe
v)hele he became good friends with Brothei Arex-
and€r of the Chdstiar BrotheJs order who ratr ue
nearb) de la SaUe camp for bors al Jackon s pojnt.
When O Comor died, li. bequeathed his estate atrd
1/l0th of his forturc !o th6 Brothers. Today, th€

SENATOR FRANK O'Connor (1885-1939),
creator ot Laura Secord chocolates-

Chistjan Bmlhers adminisrer Senator cotlcee School
which stands on part ot the Marlaate estare;dja.ent
to.lhe original O Connor home and glass-covered

In adduron Lo being quite a philanthropist, Frank
(, ( obnor was also a higlty political animat asd $as
inslrument.al ib thc rjse to power ot bo$ Ortranu
Premier Mitch Hepburn and Prime Minister Mack-
enzie King. It was {or these tarter ef{orts in Omwa
lhai Oconnor was elevatFd rp thc camdian senare
in 1935. He djed aL Msrr'\rat" dn AuBusr 2r. 193e.


